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4. Building Skills 

 

 

Problems with the lack of a Codified Constitution 

It appears that the biggest problem with not codifying a constitution is that it cannot be 

pointed at, and named as, a closed list of rules which govern a state.  Another problem is 

that the United Kingdom’s constitution is ‘liquid’ in a sense that it is not entrenched, nor any 

special procedure must be followed in order to change it. The lack of entrenchment in the 

UK firmly contrasts with other states’ approach where a specific, usually onerous, 

procedure must be followed before constitution can be changed. Lord Hailsham argued that 

the lack of a codified constitution may result in ‘elective dictatorship’ whereby newly elected 

Parliament, with enough majority can legislate whatever the government wishes. However, 

parliament’s will is constrained by political implications of making controversial decisions and 

the consequences are that MPs may suffer if they decide to enact unpopular or controversial 

laws. 

Argument against Codification 

It is commonly said that ‘if it isn’t broken, don’t fix it’ and it is difficult to disagree with this 
argument. The current state of constitutional affairs has been working effectively for over 

300 years. Changing it for the sake of making a change only is unreasonable at best. 

Uncodified constitutions can be changed quickly when necessary. The benefits of an 

uncodified constitution can be clearly seen in the aftermath of the Dunblane Massacre in 

1996, where Parliament passed Acts which either restricted or almost completely 

banned possession of firearms in the UK. Another problem with codified and supreme 

constitution is that it is likely to create significant tensions between legislative and judiciary. 

On the other hand it may be argued that judges are impartial, able to make well-reasoned 

and necessary but unpopular decisions. The fact that most countries have a written 

constitution is not an indication that UK should follow the same path. 
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5. Are you A-Level Ready? 

Task 1: UNIT 1  

Research task into the UK’s three major political parties 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2019-50524262
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2019-50501411
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election-2019-50459123
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election/2019/results
http://www.ukpolitical.info/2015.htm
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Task 2: UNIT 2 

History of Parliament and the development of the UK’s constitution 

Use the following websites to create a timeline of the history of the UK’s Parliament and the 

development of the UK’s constitution.  

The evolution of Parliament - UK Parliament 

A brief history of the UK Parliament - BBC News 

The Constitution of the United Kingdom - Historic UK (historic-uk.com) 

 

Key events to research and include in your timeline: 

Magna Carter 1215 

Provisions of Oxford 1258 

Petition of right 1628  

Bill of rights 1689 

Act of Settlement 1701 

The Great Reform Act  

The Parliament Act 1911 

Equal Franchise Act 1928 

Entry into the European Union 1973 

Formation of the Supreme Court 2009  

Brexit 2016  

 

https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-29252332
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/British-Constitution/
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Extending your knowledge… 

If you have reached the end of your transition pack now it is time to extend your knowledge.  
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