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Learning a Musical Instrument at Latymer:  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. How do I start instrumental or singing lessons at Latymer? 
Before we can allocate you a teacher and add you to our lesson timetables, we need a completed 
Consent Form, signed by a parent/carer.  Most pupils can start at the beginning of a term, though 
occasionally there is a waiting list.  Typically, over 350 pupils instrumental and singing lessons are 
timetabled at Latymer each week.  It is helpful if Consent Forms can be returned before the end of June.  

In the event of a school lockdown, lessons continue online. 
 
2. How will I know when and where my first lesson is due to take place? 
You and your parent/carer will receive an email to tell you the date, time of your first lesson.  If you start 
in the autumn term, your first lesson is likely to be in the third week of term.  This will allow you some 

time to settle into Latymer life and the opportunity to meet all your subject teachers.  Lessons usually 
take place in practice rooms in the Music Department.   
 
3. Where can I find out the time of my next instrumental lesson? 
Lesson timetables are displayed on the Timetables notice board in the Music Department, several days in 

advance.  You can also check the timetables by visiting the school website and selecting ‘Students’ or 
‘Parents’ and logging in - select the ‘LILE’ icon and then ‘Music Timetables’.   
 
4. Can I always have my lesson at the same time each week? 
Lessons are organised on a rolling timetable, so that you usually miss a different subject lesson each 

week.  You are responsible for catching up the work you missed and finding out about any homework 
set.   
 
5. Do I have to ask my subject teacher’s permission to go to a music lesson? 

Please notify your subject teacher in advance as a matter of courtesy if your instrumental lesson is due 
to clash with their subject lesson. 
 
6. What if the subject teacher says ‘No’?  How do I change my music lesson time? 
Subject teachers are aware of the way the school scheme works and things usually run very smoothly.  

It is unlikely that your instrumental teacher will be able to rearrange a lesson, given that this may affect 
other pupils’ lesson times, but it is worth contacting them if you anticipate a particular problem with the 
timing of a lesson, and the sooner the better. 
 
7. What happens if I miss a lesson? 

For music lessons missed in school, we email an absence letter home as a matter of course.  Sometimes 
you may have been absent from school; or perhaps you were at school but simply forgot.  It is a good 
idea to contact your instrumental teacher as soon as you can after missing a lesson, as a matter of 
courtesy. 
 

8. When and how do I pay for the lessons? 
The teacher will give you an invoice to pass on to your parent/carer at your first lesson, or it will be 
emailed directly to them.  The hourly rate for 2022-23 is £41.34 per hour and payment is made directly 
to your teacher, usually for sets of 10 lessons, by bank transfer. 
 

9. How long will my lesson be? 
Most Latymer students have 30-minute lessons (£206.75 per term).  Sometimes beginners start with 20 
minutes; some advanced pupils have 40-minute lessons. 
 
10. What if I want to stop having instrumental lessons? 

Full details of the Cancellation Policy are given on the Consent Form and on each invoice, although we 
hope that you will see instrumental lessons as a long-term commitment! 
 
11. Where should I keep my instrument in school? 
When in school, your instrument must be stored in a music locker and the case must be clearly marked 

with your name and locker number.  You will be allocated a music locker and its four-digit code in 
September if you bring an instrument to school.  Do ask your parent/carer to check that the instrument 
is insured. 
 



12. Can I use practice rooms in the Music Department? 
Our 9 practice rooms are used for instrumental and singing lessons and for group work in music 
lessons.  Before and after school you are welcome to use any available rooms for individual practice, 
whether or not you learn at Latymer; there is no booking system.  Please do not bring food or drink 
in to the Music Department. 

 
 

Rehearsals and Concerts 2022-23 

 
In a typical year at Latymer there are over twenty concerts and other performance events involving 
the Music Department; the dates for these are listed in pupils’ planners and on the school website.  
Each event differs in content and style.  They include Music at Latymer Concerts (usually involving 
300-400 pupils) in October and March, an Orchestral Concert (February), Winter Concert, Carol 
Service, ‘Pop, Jazz and All That’ evening, Gala Concert and Music Tour, Instrumental and Vocal 
Performance Competition (May), plus our biennial House Music Competition (next in February 
2024). Our Chamber Concerts offer performance opportunities for solo and small ensemble 
performances from pupils in each year group (the Year 7 concert is on 26 January 2023).   
 
Our first large-scale concert of the year – Music at Latymer on Thursday 20 October 2022 – will 
include all of Year 7 singing a selection of songs.  
 
Extra-curricular music activities most likely to involve Year 7 pupils include: 
 

KS3 Choir   In 2-3 parts, for any pupils in Year 7-9 (no audition) 
Junior Singers  In 2-3 parts, for pupils already in KS3 Choir (audition)  
Concert Strings String orchestra, about Grade 1-5 standard (no audition) 
Concert Winds  Large ensemble for woodwind, brass, percussion, about Grade 1-5  
Concert Brass  KS3 brass players up to about Grade 5 standard 
Sinfonia  Full symphony orchestra, about Grade 5-7 standard (audition) 
Wind Orchestra Large ensemble of woodwind, brass, percussion, Grade 5+ standard 
Guitar Ensemble A mixed-ability ensemble from Year 7 - about 6 players 

 
We also run mixed-ability groups such as Flute Ensemble, Double Reed Ensemble and Fusion 
Ensemble for part of the year; and Junior Chamber Orchestra takes place in the summer term.  
Symphony Orchestra is for Grade 7+ players and our Chamber Orchestra (usually Year 9-13) is for 
Grade 8+ strings.  Senior Choir, Chamber Choir, Jazz Band, Barbershop and A Cut Above are for 
older pupils. 
 
Some of these ensembles (including Sinfonia) involve informal auditions; we shall confirm 
arrangements at the start of the autumn term.   
 
We hope that as many pupils as possible will want to get involved in music-making at Latymer, both 
in Year 7 and beyond, and we look forward to seeing parents and carers at our concerts.  Ticket 
information is usually sent out a few weeks before each event. 
 
 
Dr Jim Harrison 
Head of Music 
June 2022 


